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"Every child has a different learning style and pace.  
Each child is unique, not only capable of learning  

but also capable of succeeding." 
- Robert John Meehan 

 



  



INTRODUCTION 
 
High school students have a rich menu of online course options by accessing the South Dakota Virtual School 
(SDVS at https://sdvs.k12.sd.us). The South Dakota Department of Education approves all SDVS courses so 
students can be assured that course offerings meet the state's high academic standards. The courses address a 
diversity of student needs and interests across a wide range of subject areas. Also, when one accesses SDVS, 
there is a link to the dual credit opportunities for high school students via the South Dakota MyLife link 
(http://sdmylife.com). These online courses are delivered by South Dakota’s public post-secondary 
institutions. 
 
With more choice comes the responsibility to view the course possibilities thoughtfully through the lens of an 
individual learner’s needs and interests. Toward that end, this booklet provides information, poses questions, 
identifies considerations, and shares examples to support learners and school personnel with the process of 
selecting a course which is perceived as the best fit for a particular learner. 
 
Since this booklet is focused on a more thoughtful, deliberate process for online course selection, the range of 
providers is narrowed to the three noted below. The same process as outlined in this booklet would be 
applicable to any of the courses accessible via SDVS. 

 

 

BHOLC, a K-12 online education program, offers an innovative educational 
model to high school students wishing to earn credit toward graduation.  

Attendees include students registered through participating public school districts, homebound students, 
adjudicated youth, athletes, and students in the workforce. The course model also appeals to independent 
learners who prefer to work at their own pace.  

BHOLC is an approved provider through the South Dakota Virtual School. 

 

Dual Credit provides high school students who meet admission standards with the opportunity 
to enroll in postsecondary institutions in South Dakota while earning credits for both their high 
school diploma and postsecondary or certificate programs. 

 

Learning Power, developed especially for students in South Dakota’s smallest schools, 
offers high school students online Advanced Placement courses.  

Learning Power is a project of the South Dakota Virtual School, Northern State 
University’s E-learning Center, and Technology and Innovation in Education (TIE). 

 



Questions Students 
Should Consider BHOLC Dual Credit Learning Power 

How will my grade affect 
my high school transcript? 

BHOLC reports a final percent which 
your district converts to a grade 
based on the local grading scale. 

When you complete the course, 
you receive the corresponding 
grade on your high school 
transcript. 

Learning Power grades are reported as a 
percent and a suggested letter grade; 
districts have the option of using the 
suggested letter grade or applying local 
grading policies. AP Exam scores do not 
affect final grades. 

How will my grade affect 
my college or technical 
school transcript? 

NA: The BHOLC courses only offer 
high school credit. 

Since these courses are actual 
college courses, they will be 
recorded with a letter grade and 
will affect your overall GPA. Make 
sure the postsecondary 
institution of your choice will 
accept dual credits. 

If you earn a 3 or above on the AP exam, 
many colleges will accept the course for 
credit. Credit hours vary; AP test scores 
will not affect GPA. Confirm score 
requirements with the postsecondary 
institution of your choice. 

Why should I take one of 
the online courses? What 
are the benefits to me? 

These courses prepare you for 
online college courses and help you 
get caught up on or accelerate your 
academic progress. 

The courses offer the opportunity 
for credit at both high school and 
college levels. If you earn college 
credit, you may save money. 

In addition to possible college credit, the 
rigorous courses increase scholarship 
opportunities and prepare you for 
college-level studies. You may save 
money. 

What support will I receive 
from my high school? 

Counselors help you choose courses 
to meet your graduation 
requirements; an onsite school 
mentor will receive progress reports 
and work with you to resolve any 
class concerns. 

Course content and progress 
questions should be 
communicated with your college 
instructor. 

Each student is assigned a high school 
mentor to monitor and support their 
progress. Most schools designate a class 
period during your school day for AP 
Learning Power coursework. 

What support will I receive 
from my instructor? 

Your instructor is available on a 
weekday basis to facilitate your 
learning. A BHOLC mentor also 
monitors your progress. 

Your instructor provides support 
consistent with all of the post-
secondary institution’s policies. 

Learning Power courses are taught by 
high school teachers who provide daily 
lessons and manage the course calendar, 
the teachers score papers, provide 
feedback and maintain student grades. 

How much time will I need 
to spend in order to 
succeed in the courses? 

In order to be successful in an 
online course, you need to put in as 
much effort and time as you would 
in a face-to-face class. You need to 
work through the course materials, 
view videos, participate in 
discussions, and complete the 
assigned homework projects. 

Expect these courses to be more 
rigorous than your high school 
courses. You are expected to put 
in greater amounts of time—both 
online and for assignments—than 
you have been devoting to high 
school classes. 

In addition to the designated class time 
at your school, you need to spend 
considerable time completing course 
assignments, projects, and discussions. 
Remember, AP courses are designed to 
be rigorous and challenging. 

Who pays the cost of 
enrollment/tuition? 

Partnerships with SD public schools 
fund the courses. In most instances, 
students will be responsible for 
course materials. 

Students are responsible for the 
cost of textbooks, materials, and 
tuition at a reduced rate. 

Learning Power covers program costs; 
your school will provide course materials 
and textbooks. 

What are the technology 
requirements? 

Students or school districts provide 
computers and high-speed Internet 
access. 

Students or school districts 
provide computers and high-
speed Internet access. 

Students or school districts provide 
computers and high-speed Internet 
access. 

Can I earn credit recovery? Yes No No 

Do I have to be a high 
school junior or senior to 
enroll? 

No: Courses are open to all high 
school students; however, check for 
pre-requisites. 

Yes, in order to receive the 
reduced tuition rate: GPA, class 
rank, ACT and/or Accuplacer 
scores may also be considered. 

No: Several AP courses are available for 
high school freshmen and sophomores. 

How do I register? 

Go to the following site to initiate 
the registration process: 
www.k12local.com/blackhills. You 
will receive a learning agreement 
that must be signed by your school 
district’s administration. 

You must work with your high 
school counselor to enroll in Dual 
Credit courses. The counselor will 
also help you identify if you meet 
eligibility requirements and work 
with you to enroll. More 
information is available at 
www.sdmylife.com. 

Meet with your school counselor. If you 
meet the academic requirements, the 
counselor will register you via the South 
Dakota Virtual School website: 
www.sdvs.k12.sd.us. 



WHICH OPTION IS THE BEST OPTION? 
Nick, who just completed his sophomore year and ranks near the top of 
his class with a 3.9 GPA, is confident he’ll maintain his strong grades and 
qualify as a Regent Scholar at one of South Dakota’s State Universities. 
However, he comes from a large family with little money to spare. He 
hopes to avoid accumulating student loans and would like to qualify for as 
many scholarships and grants as possible. A well-rounded student, he’s 
particularly strong in math subjects. 
OPTION: BHOLC or Dual Credit or Learning Power  

Hannah, who just completed her freshman year, excels in her studies. She 
demonstrates high-level skills in the sciences. As a result, her school 
allowed her to take both Biology and Chemistry as a ninth grader. She 
particularly enjoyed Biology and would like to take an advanced class in her 
sophomore year that would challenge her and improve her chances for 
college scholarships.  
OPTION: BHOLC or Dual Credit or Learning Power 

Ryan, who will be a senior next fall, plans to enroll in one of South Dakota’s public universities, although he hasn’t 
decided which university most appeals to him. Nor has he decided on a major. Ryan plans on funding most of his 
education himself. He doesn’t consider himself to be a strong candidate for scholarships; it took him awhile to get used 
to the world of high school academics. He admits his grades from freshman year still bring down his overall GPA. Still, 
he’d sure like to get a head start on college coursework. He knows entering college with several credits already earned 
will save both time and money in the long-run. Although Ryan isn’t an A student, his teachers say he’s a hardworking, 
self-motivated student who consistently does B work. Furthermore, Ryan’s ACT composite score of 22 indicates his 
readiness for college-level coursework. 
OPTION: BHOLC or Dual Credit or AP Learning Power  

Sarah, a high school junior, wants to learn more about subjects not offered at her small high school. She’s considering a 
career in archaeology but would really like to deepen her understanding of this field of study. After exploring websites, 
she’s decided she’d really like to take a focused archaeology course in order to study the topic in-depth. 
OPTION: BHOLC or Dual Credit or Learning Power 

Maddie, who just completed her junior year, knows she doesn’t want to attend a four-year college; however, she has 
her heart set on becoming a paramedic and intends to enroll in one of South Dakota’s technical institutes. She ranks 
high in her class and maintains a B average although she doesn’t particularly enjoy English classes. As a result, she’d like 
to take an English course during her senior year that would not only help her graduate but also provide her with a 
college credit so she wouldn’t need to enroll in composition when she begins her associate degree program. 
OPTION: BHOLC or Dual Credit or AP Learning Power  

Jordan, who just completed his sophomore year, wants to major in political science and has his eye on prestigious out-
of-state university. He’s looking for a university that will challenge him and provide him with strong credentials when he 
pursues his post-secondary studies. Since these selective universities have lower acceptance rates, Jordan wants to do 
everything he can to stand out as a strong candidate. A high school junior in a small rural district, he would like to pursue 
coursework in challenging classes that will help him meet his goals.  
OPTION: BHOLC or Dual Credit or Learning Power 
 

Turn the page for option explanations! 



THE RATIONALE FOR “WHICH OPTION IS THE BEST OPTION?” 

Nick, Learning Power: 
Nick, who just completed his sophomore year and ranks near the top of his class with a 3.9 GPA, will benefit from 
enrolling in an AP course for numerous reasons. His strong GPA, his motivation, and his confidence indicate that he will 
perform well in an AP course—especially if he chooses a content area that reflects his academic strengths and his 
personal interests. Ideally, he will earn a 3 or above on the AP exam and qualify for college credit; however, regardless 
of the AP exam score, enrollment, and successful completion of an AP class is a strong indicator of future academic 
success at the collegiate level. 

 

Hannah, Learning Power: 
Because Hannah wants to position herself to earn scholarships, an AP Learning Power Biology course will meet her 
needs. Her small school district doesn’t offer the AP course, so an online option will offer her the greatest opportunity. 
After working through AP Biology, she’ll be positioned to successfully complete other AP courses during her junior and 
senior years. Since Hannah will just be a sophomore next year, she doesn’t qualify for the tuition break offered through 
dual credit enrollment. On the other hand, once she reaches upper class student status, she may decide that the dual 
credit option better suits her needs. 

 

Ryan, Dual Credit:  
Based on his ACT score, Ryan will probably meet the eligibility requirements for dual enrollment. Furthermore, since 
Ryan isn’t a strong scholarship candidate and will likely fund most of his college education on his own, he might want to 
take advantage of a tuition break that could save him more than $400 on a 3-credit course. Since Ryan plans to attend 
one of the South Dakota public universities, his best bet would be to take a course offered by the college he hopes to 
attend. If Ryan does well in the class, he will earn credit toward high school graduation and toward his college degree. 

 
Sarah, BHOLC: 
Sarah is more focused on exploration than she is on college credit. She wants to investigate her options. The diversity of 
courses offered by the BHOLC program will provide her with that opportunity while also giving her the support she 
might need from her online environment, her school counselor or administrator, and her BHOLC mentor. 

 
Maddie, Dual Credit:  
Maddie possesses a strong vision and a determination to attend the type of post-secondary institution that will allow 
her to begin her career in the quickest, most efficient way. Since a technical school best fits her needs, Maddie’s best bet 
would be to seek an online English course, preferably through the 
technical school she hopes to attend.  

 
Jordan, Learning Power: 
Since Jordan has set his goal on admission to a selective 
out-of-state university an AP course will probably 
make the strongest impression on admission 
representatives. If he takes the AP course as a 
junior, he’ll be able to include his course 
grade and AP exam score in his application 
portfolio.  

  



CHARACTERISTICS OF A SUCCESSFUL ONLINE LEARNER 

 

Regardless of which online learning option a student chooses, the successful online learner will 
demonstrate the following characteristics: 

 Self-motivated and self-disciplined—an independent learner 
 Strong study skills 
 Organized 
 Computer literate  

(has basic computer skills, can create word processing and presentation materials, 
efficiently navigates the web for research, uses email effectively, and can send 
attachments) 

 Confidently communicates via writing and online conversations  
(virtual conferences, chat rooms, threaded discussions) 

 Proactive when in need of help  
 Committed to course success 

 

 



LEARNING POWER COURSES 
Via the South Dakota Virtual School and NSU’s E-learning Center, the Learning Power program offers seven online 
courses aligned to the College Board’s course overviews:  

 AP® Biology 
o Students cultivate their understanding of biology through inquiry-based investigations as they explore 

the following topics: evolution, cellular processes—energy and communication, genetics, information 
transfer, ecology, and interactions. Equivalent to an entry-level college biology course, 25 percent of the 
instructional time is spent in hands-on laboratory work. 

o Prerequisites: Students should have completed high school courses in biology and chemistry. 
 AP® Calculus AB  

o AP Calculus AB is roughly equivalent to a first semester college calculus course devoted to topics in 
differential and integral calculus. The course covers concepts and skills of limits, derivatives, definite 
integrals, and the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus. Students learn how to use technology to help solve 
problems, experiment, interpret results, and support conclusions. 

o Prerequisites: Before studying calculus, all students should have completed four years of secondary 
mathematics designed for college-bound students. 

 AP® Chemistry  
o The course provides a college-level foundation to support advanced course work. Students cultivate 

their understanding through inquiry-based investigations, as they exploring atomic structure, 
intermolecular forces and bonding, chemical reactions, kinetics, thermodynamics, and equilibrium. This 
course requires that 25 percent of instructional time provides students with laboratory opportunities.  

o Prerequisites: Students should have completed a high school chemistry course and Algebra II. 
 AP® English – Language & Composition 

o The AP English Language and Composition course aligns to an introductory college-level rhetoric and 
writing curriculum. Students develop evidence-based analytic and argumentative essays. Students 
evaluate, synthesize, and cite research to support their arguments. Students develop personal writing 
styles while strengthening their grammar skills. Additionally, students read and analyze the rhetorical 
elements and their effects in non-fiction texts. 

o Prerequisite: None; however, students should be able to read and comprehend college-level texts. 
 AP® English – Literature & Composition  

o The AP English Literature and Composition course aligns to an introductory college-level literary analysis 
course. The course engages students in the close reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature. 
As they read, students consider a work’s structure, style, and themes, as well as its use of figurative 
language, imagery, symbolism, and tone. Writing assignments include expository, analytical, and 
argumentative essays that require students to analyze and interpret literary works. 

o Prerequisite: None; however, students should be able to read and comprehend college-level texts. 
 AP® Physics 1  

o AP Physics 1 is an algebra-based, introductory college-level physics course. Students cultivate their 
understanding of Physics through inquiry-based investigations as they explore topics such as Newtonian 
mechanics; work, energy, and power; mechanical waves and sound; and introductory, simple circuits. 
This course requires that 25 percent of the instructional time will be spent in hands-on laboratory work. 

o Prerequisite: None  
 AP® Statistics 

o The AP Statistics course is equivalent to a one-semester, introductory, non-calculus-based college course 
in statistics. The course introduces students to the major concepts and tools for collecting, analyzing, 
and drawing conclusions from data. There are four themes in the AP Statistics course: exploring data, 
sampling and experimentation, anticipating patterns, and statistical inference. Students use technology, 
investigations, problem solving, and writing as they build conceptual understanding.  

o Prerequisite: Students must have completed second year Algebra. 


